
NEWS FROM WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 

RESTORATION WORK WILL STOP AT WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL IF CHANCELLOR GETS HIS WAY  

WAKEFIELD Cathedral has been forced to campaign to stop the Government introducing VAT on listed 

building alterations over fears it could signal an end to their redevelopment project. 

After four years of fundraising, work finally started to renew the iconic Grade 1 listed building on March 

19 – including the removal of the pews. Three days later and the Chancellor’s planned VAT increase in 

his March budget has put the whole project into jeopardy.  

And now the Dean and Chapter are urging anyone with an interest in heritage to join the campaign to 

stop this creeping VAT which – if it goes ahead – will have an impact on every listed building in the 

country with plans to upgrade or renew. 

The Chancellor, George Osborne, last week announced in the his latest budget that VAT at 20 per cent 

will be charged on alterations to listed buildings made on or after 1 Oct 2012. 

The Dean of Wakefield, the Very Revd Jonathan Greener, said: “Such short notice has catastrophic 

consequences for our project here in Wakefield and for any group wanting to preserve, alter or breathe 

new life into any listed building in this country. 

“This added unforeseen cost paralyses us here – we can’t go backwards and we can’t go forwards. This is 

a terrible tragedy for our nation’s rich and varied heritage and it must be stopped. 

“Being listed means we have already gained recognition for our specialness and with that comes a 

obligation to ensure we maintain the highest standard of care and worksmanship – including expensive 

materials and specialist craftsmen.   It is hard enough to look after these buildings on the behalf of the 

nation in the first place, without having to cope with an unforeseen tax burden brought in at short 

notice with little thought . 

 “What a small-minded change from a Big Society Government which purports to encourage our 

voluntary groups to take ownership and responsibility for our historic and important listed buildings. 

“What would our country be like without its heritage – it takes the Great out of Britain,” he added.  

The Cathedral has launched an e-petition on the Number 10 website and is urging anyone with an 

interest in heritage to sign it to ensure this tax proposal is brought back to Government for proper 

debate before it becomes law. 

Go to www.wakefield-cathedral.org.uk for the link to the e-petition.   

NOT E TO EDITORS: 

The Dean is available for picture and interview – please contact his pa Neil Holland on 01924 373923 or 

email neil.holland@wakefield-cathedral.org.uk to arrange.  
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